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Cartagena and put out to sea. He also told me that
according to information he had received this most
important port was in the hands of the Nationalists, who,
it seemed, had struck a blow from the sea, working with
the Falange in Cartagena. I immediately entered into
communication with the General in Command of
Aggroupment, and the news that I received was very
confused and contradictory. I tried to telephone the
Chief of the Naval Base at Cartagena, but I could not
get him. This news added to the concern which was
already weighing me down just then.

The Ministers started off at about 4.0 and the Prime
Minister was informed from the airport at Barrajas that
the aeroplane had left with its passengers, but he was not
told that I was staying in Madrid. When the Ministers
arrived and presented themselves to the Prime Minister
they probably explained to him that I had stayed in
Madrid because the gravity of the situation there made it
inadvisable that I should be absent from the capital. My
rebellious attitude in the face of his repeated commands
should have shown him what we were preparing, but
perhaps thinking that he still had time to carry out his
plan, he telephoned to me at 7 o'clock, ordering me to
come to his home next day, because he considered it
absolutely necessary.

Instead of refusing I simply said that if the situation
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